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Description

if evaluates the expression, and if it is true (evaluates to a nonzero number), if executes the statement
or statement block that immediately follows it; otherwise, if skips the statement or block.

if . . . else evaluates the expression, and if it is true (evaluates to a nonzero number), if executes
the statement or statement block that immediately follows it and skips the statement or statement
block following the else; otherwise, it skips the statement or statement block immediately following
it and executes the statement or statement block following the else.

Syntax

if (exp) stmt1

if (exp) stmt1
else stmt2

if (exp) {
stmts1

}
else {

stmts2
}

if (exp1) . . .
else if (exp2) . . .
else if (exp3) . . .
. . .
else . . .

where exp, exp1, exp2, exp3, . . . must evaluate to real scalars.

Remarks and examples stata.com

if followed by multiple elses is interpreted as being nested, that is,

if (exp1) . . .
else if (exp2) . . .
else if (exp3) . . .
. . .
else . . .
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2 if — if (exp) . . . else . . .

is equivalent to

if (exp1) . . .
else {

if (exp2) . . .
else {

if (exp3) . . .
else {

. . .
}

}
}

Also see

[M-2] Intro — Language definition

Stata, Stata Press, and Mata are registered trademarks of StataCorp LLC. Stata and
Stata Press are registered trademarks with the World Intellectual Property Organization
of the United Nations. StataNow and NetCourseNow are trademarks of StataCorp
LLC. Other brand and product names are registered trademarks or trademarks of their
respective companies. Copyright c© 1985–2023 StataCorp LLC, College Station, TX,
USA. All rights reserved.

®

For suggested citations, see the FAQ on citing Stata documentation.

https://www.stata.com/manuals/m-2intro.pdf#m-2Intro
https://www.stata.com/support/faqs/resources/citing-software-documentation-faqs/

